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Compelled by God’s 

amazing love, Bates 

Place Ministries seeks 

to bring hope to our 

neighbors by 

reconnecting them to 

society and family, and 

empowering them 

toward a sustainable 

future. 

-Adopted July 2012 

Mission Statement 

Place was so super nice,” Lee 
adds, “so I kept coming back to 
Bates.”  

Carmillia met Cook on one of 
her early visits to Bates Place. 

“Carmillia came to Bates Place 
for assistance when I was on 
duty,” Cook recalls. “She 
needed food, so I set her up in 
the food pantry system and                                          
through helping her fill out the 
paperwork and talking to her, I 
could tell there was something 
neat there. I couldn’t put my 
finger on what it was, but I was 
drawn to her.”  

   Lee left such a strong 
impression on Cook that she 
began to pray for her daily. 
Then, six months later, Carmillia 
and Cook crossed paths again 
when Lee came through the 
neighboring First Christian 
Reformed Church’s food pantry 
on the same Wednesday as 
Cook was volunteering.  

“I’d been praying for her all this 
time, but I wanted to get to 
know her better,” Cook 
remembers. “So I told her how 
I’d been praying for her and 
asked her if she’d like to go to 
lunch sometime.” 

“I wasn’t going to say no to 
food,” Carmillia laughs recalling 
the invitation. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Carmillia Lee couldn’t take 
care of another baby. 
Already stretched to her 
limits playing single mother 
to four children under the 
age of 10, she didn’t have the 
energy or the resources to 
take on a fifth.  So when she 
found out she was pregnant, 
she was desperate to find a 
way out. 

The news of Carmillia’s 
pregnancy also came as a 
shock to Marlene Cook, the 
communications director for 
Bates Place Ministries. 
Pregnancy was a problem 
she never anticipated having 
to deal with when she 
connected with Lee through 
her role at Bates Place.  

Lee’s introduction to Bates 
Place came through her 
participation in a workforce 
development program for 
those recently released from 
prison.  

The father of three of Lee’s 
children was caught 

manufacturing and delivering 
cocaine. Because some of his 
illegal activities took place in 
the home she shared with him, 
she was charged as an 
accessory to the crime.  

Realizing that she needed to 
work, upon her release from 
prison, Lee entered a state-
funded workforce 
development program, which 
promised a transitional work 
experience at the Kent County 
Recycling Center.  As part of 
the program, Carmillia also 
attended a class held at Bates 
Place. It was here that she first 
met Bryan Blakely, Sr., 
executive director of Bates 
Place Ministries, who assisted 
with the class.  

“We kind of hit it off in class,” 
Blakely says. “When the 
program ended in January, the 
relationship that Carmillia had 
with Bates Place kept going.” 

 “At first, I was just doing the 
program because I needed a 
job, but everyone at Bates 
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When Bates Place first 
opened its doors in 2007, 
its mission was intentionally 
pretty one dimensional. The 
hope was that Bates Place 
would become an inviting 
place where neighbors 
could drop in, share a cup 
of coffee with a staff 
member or a volunteer, 
and, when comfortable, 
begin to share their life 
stories.  If needed, they 
would receive help in 
navigating resource 
networks but the over-
arching goal was simple; for 
guests to leave feeling like 
they matter and with more 
hope than what they came 
in with. 

As Bates Place grew, 
however, so did its mission 
and the scope of services it 
provided. Some of this 
growth seemed natural, 
while other new programs 
may have had some 
scratching their heads and 
wondering why God 
seemed to be moving us in 
certain directions. 

As the Bates Place name 
began to become familiar in 
the neighborhood, it 
seemed natural to begin to 
use its prominence as a way 
to bring the community 
together and to help 
organize neighbors over 
shared concerns. While that 
seemed natural, initially, 
the idea of forming a 

partnership with area law 
enforcement agencies did 
not. After all, residents in 
the Bates neighborhood 
often viewed such agencies 
with suspicion. Tying Bates 
Place with the Grand Rapids 
Police Department (GRPD) 
or the Kent County Friend 
of the Court (FOC) program 
seemed on the surface to 
be a poor strategy. We 
wanted people to come to 
Bates Place, not be leery of 
it.   

God had a different strategy 
in mind for Bates Place. 

Today, Bates Place does 
indeed have a strong 
partnership with the GRPD 
and with it has come one of 
the three legs of the Bates 
Place ministry stool. In 
addition to promoting 
trusting relationships with 
the department through 
the monthly Coffee with the 
Captain dialogues, Bates 
Place has also begun 
working with those 
returning to society from 
years of incarceration. 
These returning citizens 
need loads of “walk 
alongside” support if they 
are going to make it beyond 
the walls of correctional 
facilities. From the weekly 
support group called CLEAR, 
to our workforce 
development partnership 
with Goodwill, to the one-
on-one mentoring available 

in the drop-in center, Bates 
Place is walking alongside 
these returning citizens in 
many different ways. 

As I read the Carmillia Lee 
feature story in this 
newsletter, I marveled at 
how so many of the 
elements of her story 
touched on all three legs of 
our ministry.  She came to 
us through our prison 
reentry work and kept 
“dropping in” as a result of 
the power that comes when 
people care. By inviting her 
adoption family to one of 
our community events—a 
pig roast—she managed to 
touch on all three. Carmillia 
personifies why Bates Place 
exists. 

On behalf of the board, I 
sincerely thank you for your 
continued financial support 
and for uplifting this 
important work through 
prayer. The challenges 
remain many, but God is so 
faithful, and through victory 
stories like the birth of baby 
Ella and the journey of 
Carmillia, the rewards are 
many.  To God be the glory 
for the things he has done! 
And for the surprising 
directions he takes us. 

Written by Joel Ruiter 

Bates Place Board, 
President 

President’s Note 
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Bates Place first opened 

its doors in 2007. 

“We wanted  

people to come 

to Bates Place, 

not be leery of 

it.” 

Drop-in Center , Community Organizer , Prison Reentry 

 

“God had a different 

strategy in mind for             

Bates Place.” 



 Coffee with the  

Captain meets on 

the first Tuesday of 

each month at  5:30 

p.m.  Please come 

and join us! 
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Community Policing:  A seamless transition for Coffee with 

the Captain  and a neighborhood walk with the new Chief. 

Cpt. Jeff Hertel with 
Bryan Blakely, Sr. 

“Neither            

community      

members or police 

want to experience 

this hostility in 

Grand Rapids.” 

 
 

Coffee with the Captain has not 

missed a beat with the change in 

captains. We have had two 

meetings now and we have enjoyed 

meeting with Captain Hertel. 

A couple of topics at November’s 

meeting included the monthly crime 

and police activity report  for the 

south service area year to date and 

the involvement of the police in 

dealing with truancies.  The good 

news is that the statistics for mur-

der, rape, robbery, aggravated as-

sault, burglary, and larceny have all 

declined! Motor vehicle theft and 

arson incidents have increased: mo-

tor vehicle thefts from 38 to 74 dur-

ing the same time frame last year 

and arson incidents from 13 to 21.  

Attendance was down slightly at 

December’s meeting; many of our 

regular participants wanted to 

attend the City Commission 

meeting. A topic on that agenda was 

having the police wear body cams. 

Body cams were something we 

talked about and the consensus was 

that it will probably happen. 

Captain Hertel updated us on some 

of the happenings in the last month. 

He is looking to fill an opening in the 

south service area for a community 

officer.  

On November 24, Chief Rahinsky, 

Captain Hertel, our Executive Direc-

tor, Bryan Blakely, Sr. and Mike 

Tufflemire, a resident of Bates St. 

went on a neighborhood walk.  They 

visited Sam’s Market, the boxing 

gym in the old Kregel bookstore, 

and a couple of other places. The 

goal was to introduce the Chief to 

this area and introduce these busi-

nesses to the new Chief. There was 

no press or fanfare; this was a great 

beginning towards developing posi-

tive relationships focusing on “all” 

rather than “us and them”.  All 

agreed to plan on doing this again.  

The rest of December’s meeting 

focused on racial hostility: specifical-

ly in Ferguson but elsewhere in the 

country as well.  Neither our com-

munity members nor the police 

want to experience this hostility in 

Grand Rapids. For as divisive an is-

sue as this can be, there was a lot of 

consensus at this meeting. All 

agreed that the media coverage is 

not helping the situation. All in-

volved need to watch what is spo-

ken. There needs to be a change in 

thinking and the way folks talk 

about the police. All agreed that this 

change needs to affect children as 

the earliest possible age. The police 

have not been successful in re-

cruiting persons of color; something 

has to change.  The suggestion was 

made to promote the positive as-

pects of the job like bringing people 

together through community polic-

ing, being involved in a task force to 

improve housing conditions, becom-

ing involved as a activity coordina-

tor, getting involved in youth pro-

grams in the communities and the 

area schools.    

                                                                

 Written by Marlene Cook                  

 Communications Director   

 Bates Place Ministries 



The Bates Place 
neighborhood or service 
area is bounded by: 

 Division Avenue (west) 

 Fuller Avenue (east) 

 Wealthy Street (north) 

 Hall Street (south) 

Visitors who reside outside 
this area are still offered 
advice and direction, but to 
be considered for financial 
assistance, a visitor must 
live within our defined 
neighborhood. 

Reconnecting and Empowering Our Neighbors to a Sustainable Future. 
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Your Tax-Deductible Gift to Bates Place is Appreciated!  

 

Bates Place Ministries exists because of the generosity of individuals, 
churches, programming partners, businesses and grant-making 
organizations. The Bates Place Board has set a fund raising goal of 
$16,000 in gifts before the close of 2014.   
 
Your gift to Bates Place supports its important ministry and outreach to a 
challenging part of the city.  Gifts to Bates Place are tax-deductible. 
 
             Mail to: 

Bates Place Ministries 
650 Bates Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
You can also make a gift on-line through our website at:  

www.batesplacegr.org 

 

 

Bates Place Board  
Clifford Washington 
Pine Rest 
 

Dave Jacobs 
Home Repair Services 
 

Joel Ruiter, President 
Covenant Retirement Communities 

 
Rev.William DeVries 
Retired CRCNA Pastor 
 

Scott VanderKooy 
Worldwide Christian Schools 
 

Rachel Klompmaker 
Baker Publishing Group 
 

Klasien Vaalburg 
Retired Nurse & Missionary 
 

Marlene Iwema, Treasurer 
Bredeweg & Zylstra PLC 

Executive Director:  
Bryan R. Blakely, Sr. 
 

Phone: (616) 241-BATES (2283) 
Fax: (616) 452-6649 

Email: batesplacegr@gmail.com 
Web: www.batesplacegr.org 

 
Drop-in Center & Café  Hours: 

 Monday:10:00 - 4:00 

 Tuesday:10:00 - 4:00 

 Wednesday:10:00 - 4:00 

 Thursday: C.L.E.A.R.  

   (Drop-in Café Closed) 

 Friday:10:00 - 4:00 

Physical Address: 
Bates Place 
636 Bates Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

Like us on 


